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PROCEEDINGS 

of 

THE STATISTICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

Vol. II. 1837?1838. No. 12. 

Monday, November 20, 1837. 

G. R. Porter, Esq., F.R.S., Vice-President, in the Chair. 

The following gentlemen were formally admitted as Fellows of 
the Society:? 

J. C. Lever, Esq., 33, Bridge-House-Place, Southwark. 

Edward Kater, Esq., 17, Berner's-Street. 

Timothy F. Triebner, Esq., 2, Union-Court, Old Broad-Street. 

William Felkin, Esq., of Nottingham. 

The two following gentlemen were then balloted for, and were 
elected Fellows of the Society :? 

Alfred Latham, Esq., 8, Montagu-Place, Montagu-Square. 

Christopher Rawlinson, Esq., 4, Essex-Court, Temple. 

The following gentlemen were proposed as Fellows of the 

Society, and their names were ordered to be suspended in the 

meeting-room, according to the Regulations of the Society:? 

Charles Pearson, Esq., 10, Park-Street, Westminster. 

Robert Wallace, Esq., Carshalton, Surrey. 
William Taylor, Esq., 14, New Ormond-Street, Queens-Square. 
Samuel Brown, Esq., Equitable Life Assurance Office. 
Peter Hardy, Esq., Mutual Life Assurance Office. 
John Ross, Esq., Lincoln's Inn. 
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The first Paper read was " An Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Statistical Section of the British Association, at the meeting held 
at Liverpool, in September, 1837 ;" by Rawson W. Rawson, Esq., 

Hon. Secretary. 

Before commencing an account, of the proceedings of the 

Section, it was stated that, the General Committee of the Asso? 

ciation had determined that the Statistical Society of London, and 
that of Manchester, should each have the power of deputing three 
of their Officers, or Fellows, as members of that Committee, at the 

general meetings of the Association. 

The Section opened on Monday the 11th of September, when 
the following Officers were chosen :? 

Lord Viscount Sandon, President. 

Lieut.-Col. Sykes 1 
G. R. Porter, Esq. > Vice-Presidents. 
Jas. Hey wood, Esq. J 

W. R. Greg, Esq. j Dr. W. C. Taylor > Secretaries. 
W. Langton, Esq. j 

The first Paper read was a Report 
" 
Upon the Statistics of the 

Deccan drawn up by Lieut.-Col. Sykes, in compliance with the 

request of the Association, expressed at one of its previous meet? 

ings. 

This Paper was an Abstract of the voluminous Report made 

by the author to the East India Government, after a minute survey 
of the territory, in which he had been occupied under their direc? 
tion several years, and will prove a 

highly useful manual to any 
person desiring to collect the statistics of a country, particularly if 
it form part of India. 

The author divided the subject into several sections and sub? 
divisions, of which only the former are noticed in the present 
Abstract. They comprised the extent and physical features of the 
country?exhibiting its geology, climate, botany, and zoology; 
then its civil divisions ? population, education, agriculture, 
irrigation, land and other tenures, revenue, assessments, wages, 

manufactures, transit duties, coins, weights and measures, army, 
judicial system, &c. 
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As this Paper will he printed in the Transactions of the Asso? 
ciation, it is unnecessary allude to it further than by stating 
that it refers to a district containing 

an area of nearly 50,000 

square miles, and a 
population of above three millions and a 

quarter. 

At the conclusion, the thanks of the meeting were voted to 
Col. Sykes. 

The next Paper was 
by G. R. Porter, Esq., and was entitled 

" 
A Brief Memoir on the Growth, Progress, and Extent of the 

Trade between the United Kingdom and the United States of 
America, from the Beginning of the Eighteenth Century to the 
Present Time." 

It exhibited the date of the settlement of each of the States; the 
nature and value of the trade in 1670 and 1730 ; the commence? 
ment of the cultivation of cotton in 17S6; the falling-off in the 
trade between the two countries from 1700 to the independence of 

the States, as compared with the increase of population; its sub? 

sequent revival and rapid progress up to 1835, particularly during 
the last five years of that period; the proportion which the trade 
of each country with the other bears to its whole foreign trade; 
and the quantities and value of exports from each to the other. 

These statements were accompanied by numerous tables. 

Mr. Porter was requested to print this Memoir, and a copy of it 

is in the Society's library. It has also been published in the Sta? 
tistical Journal. The present state of our commercial relations 

with the United States renders this Paper very valuable. 

Tuesday, 12th September. 

On Tuesday the Report of the Manchester Statistical Society 
on the State of Education in the City of York was read. This 

Report was drawn up in a similar manner to those previously 

published by the same Society upon the State of Education in 
Manchester, Salford, Bury, and Liverpool, and will soon be 

printed. The Society received in aid of this inquiry the sum of 
50/., out of the funds granted last year for such purposes to a 

Committee of the Statistical Section by the Council of the Asso? 
ciation. 

b 2 
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The population of York was estimated at 28,000 
Of these 2,228, or 8 per cent., attended Day or Evening Schools only. 

2,521 ,,9 ,, Day and Sunday Schools. 
842 ? 3 ,. Sunday Schools only. 

The total number of scholars was 5,591, or 20 per cent.; and 

of these 4,700 were between 5 and 15 years of age; from which, 

upon the calculation previously adopted by the Society, that the 

proportion of the population existing between those ages is one 

fourth of the whole, it appeared that 67 per cent, of the children 
between 5 and 15 were receiving nominal instruction, and 33 per 
cent, were receiving none whatever. 

The Government Returns made in 1833 of the schools in this 

town, after making allowance for those established since that 

period, are deficient to the extent of 53 schools and 1,650 
scholars. 

The state of education in this city appeared to be more satis? 

factory than in the towns hitherto examined by the Society. In 

superior private schools the proportion of scholars to the population 
was 2*56 per cent., while in Liverpool it was only 1'77 per 
cent., and in Bury only 0*87 per cent. The proportion in en? 

dowed or charity schools was 8*15 per cent., while in Liverpool 
it was only 4*91 per cent., and in Manchester and Bury did not 

amount to 2 per cent. Of the total number attending day schools, 
the proportion was 16*96 per cent,, in Liverpool 12*81 per 
cent., and in Manchester only 10'06 per cent. 

The proportion of those attending Sunday schools was small, 
as in Liverpool, being 3*01 and 1*62 per cent, respectively; 
while in Manchester it was 11 * 59 per cent., and in Bury 15*51 

per cent. 

The dame schools, of which the proportion was about the same 

as in Manchester and Liverpool, were superior in cleanliness and 

comfort to those of a similar class in those crowded mercantile 

towns, but the quality of the education given in them was by no 
means better. 

A Paper was next read, entitled 
" 

Remarks on the Report of 

the Manchester Statistical Society on the State of Education in 

Liverpool," in which an attempt was made to prove its inaccu 
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racy. Mr. Greg, a member of the Manchester Society, replied to 
the principal objections; but, with respect to many of the argu? 

ments, he stated, with reason, that they required no refutation, 
as 

they were drawn from suppositions and estimates, whereas the 

Report exhibited the result of examination and calculation. 

The President of the Section took the opportunity of recom? 

mending the formation of a Statistical Society at Liverpool; which 

suggestion was received with much applause. 

The third Paper was " On the Educational Statistics of the 
Parish of Siddlesham, in Sussex;" by the Rev. F. de Soyres. 

It exhibited the remarkable fact that, out of 288 adults of both 

sexes, belonging to the agricultural class, 95, or 33 per cent., were 

unable to read, while the proportion among the miscellaneous class 

was only 17 out of 120, or 14 per cent. 

Wednesday, 13th September. 

On Wednesday was read a te 
Report upon the Condition of the 

Working Classes in Manchester, Salford, Bury, Ashton, Dukin 

field, and Staly Bridge," prepared by the Statistical Society of 
Manchester. The inquiry occupied 17 months in the years 

1835-6, and cost 175/. 

The agents employed visited every house belonging to the 

working population, and obtained the following particulars, which 
were exhibited in eight tables. 

The number of houses, rooms, and cellars. 

The condition of the dwellings with respect to furniture and 

appearance of cleanliness and comfort. 

The average weekly rent. 

The number of persons occupying 
a house, or part of a 

house. 

The average number of persons to a family. 
The number of children under and above 12 years of age, 

showing the number receiving wages. 

The occupations of the families ; their religion and country. 
And the cases in which more than one person in a family occu? 

pied the same bed. 
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This Report does not present any prominent point for extract; 
and the Committee stated that they had deferred drawing any 
general conclusions until they should have an opportunity of making 
a 

comparison with the result of similar inquiries in other places. 

A Report, drawn up by Mr. Langton, 
" 
Upon the Number of 

inhabited Courts and Cellars, occupied as Dwellings in Liverpool 
in 1835-6," was then read. 

The number of the former was 2,271 ; of the latter 7,493, 
which are mostly dark, damp, confined, ill ventilated, and dirty. 
Thus, not less than one-seventh of the population of Liverpool 
dwell in cellars ; for, supposing each cellar to contain one 

family, 

averaging four persons, there will he about 30,000 persons in? 

habiting cellars out of a population of 280,000. 

These statements, exaggerated as 
they might appear, were 

confirmed on the following day by a Liverpool gentleman, who 
reported that, feeling doubtfid of their accuracy, he had procured 
a similar report from the police, in which the numbers exceeded 
those stated by Mr. Langton. 

An interesting conversation ensued upon the improvement 
caused in the moral character of the labouring classes, by atten? 
tion to the state of their houses and to their domestic comforts. 

A Communication was then made by Mr. Slaney, M.P. 
" 

On 
the Wages of Labourers in the Manufacturing Districts." 

Mr. Slaney considered that, the condition of the higher and 
middle classes had improved considerably during the last century, 
as exhibited by the produce of the assessed taxes and consumption 
of articles of luxury and comfort. He inferred also from the 

amount of poor-rates and deposits in savings' banks in agricul? 
tural districts, that the state of the peasantry had been greatly im? 

proved, and that of the artificers also had progressed favourably; 
but he contended that, the condition of the lower class of un? 

skilled artificers and of labourers in large towns had fallen off, 
which was indicated by the decline of their deposits in savings' 
banks, by the increase of crime, and by the augmented con? 

sumption of ardent spirits. 
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The day's proceedings closed with a Paper by Mr. Felkin, of 

Nottingham, 
" 
Upon the Amount and Appropriation of Wages of 

the Working Classesin which an account was given of the dis? 

tribution of a charitable fund raised at Nottingham for the relief of 
the operatives at a time of great distress in the spring of the year 
1837. 

This Paper was of so much interest that the Members of the 
Section requested the author to print it, and immediately sub? 

scribed for more than 1000 copies; one of these is in the So? 

ciety's library. 

The sum subscribed to form this charitable fund was about 

5000Z.; the number of persons relieved 6,887. 

The chief points worthy of remark are, that the number of ap? 

plicants from one of the highest paid working-classes in England 
was as great as from one of the lowest paid ; that the wages were 

sufficient for the men to lay by some small savings ; that the men 

belonging to sick and friendly societies were not those earning the 

highest wages; that none of the men acknowledged themselves 

depositors in the savings' banks ; that thus, while the latter were 

neglected the former were preferred, which were not adapted to 

meet any fluctuation in trade, and many of which were ill-conducted 

and often proved insolvent; and, lastly, Mr. Felkin urged the neces? 

sity of economy and providence among the labouring classes. 

This recommendation derived additional weight and interest 

from the fact that, Mr. Felkin had himself been an operative in the 
worst paid class, the stocking-makers, and had risen by his own 

industry and prudence to his present condition of master manu? 

facturer. 

Thursday, 14th September. 

The first Paper read on 
Thursday was 86 

On the Origin, Pro? 

cedure, and Results of the Strike of the Operative Cotton Spinners 
of Preston in 1836-7 by Mr. Ashworth, of Bolton. 

The capital invested in the manufacture of cotton in that town 

was estimated at 800,000/. The number of spinners was 660. 

In October the spinners demanded that their wages sho\ild be 
raised to the same amount as those received by the spinners in 

Bolton, the net earnings of the former being 22s. 6c/., and those of 



8 

the latter 26.?. 6c/., the difference being more than balanced by the 

comparative cheapness of living in Preston. This was refused; 
soon after which the spinners gave notice of their intention to quit 
work, upon which the masters offered them an advance of 10 per 

cent., or about 3s. 4</., reaching to within 6c/. of the Bolton rates, 

on condition that they should all quit the union. This offer was 

rejected, and on the 7th of November the strike began. 

As no work could proceed without the spinners, all the other 

hands, amounting to 7,840, were thrown out of employment. The 

consequence soon became most distressing; the funds of the union 

failed; and, after great suffering and hardships, the hands were 

obliged to return to work upon the masters5 original terms. But, 

in the mean time, a number of spinners had been brought from 
other quarters, and several self-acting mules had been introduced; 

so that 200 of the most active in the strike were refused re-admis? 

sion, and have since changed their employment or quitted the town. 

Mr. Ashworth estimated the loss, caused by the strike, to the 
town of Preston, at 107,196/., viz.:? 

57,210/. in wages ; 
45,000/. loss to the masters on their sunk capital; and 

4,986/. to the shopkeepers. 

This Paper led to much discussion; and a wish was expressed 
that it should be printed and extensively circulated among the 

operative classes. 

Mr. Hodgson, of Liverpool, then made the statement, before 

referred to, respecting the correctness of Mr. Langton's account of 

inhabited cellars in that town; and several gentlemen who had ex? 

pressed doubts respecting the accuracy of the Manchester Report 

upon the State of Education in Liverpool, now acknowledged that 
actual examination would probably lead to results very different 
from those derived from general impressions. 

A Paper, by Mr. Hall, was next read," Upon the Improvement of 

Agriculture during the past Century," and another, by Dr. Yellowly, 
upon "Spade Husbandry," which led to some conversation upon 
the advantages of cottage allotments to the labouring classes. 

The last Paper was e< An Account of the Inquiry, now in prose 
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cution by the Statistical Society of Bristol, into the State of the Poor 
in that city." As the inquiry is at present incomplete, and the 
facts elicited are of the same nature as those exhibited in a similar 

Report from the parish of St. Mary-le-bone, read before this So? 

ciety last session, it was considered to be unnecessary to allude to 

it further at present. 

Friday, 15th September. 

On Friday, the last day of meeting, Dr. Taylor announced that 
he had received a valuable collection of statistical documents re? 

lating to Australia, from which he should prepare a Report to lay 
before the Association at its next meeting. 

Mr. Urquhart then read a Paper, 
" 

Upon the Localities of the 

Plague in Constantinople," in which he suggested that the prox? 
imity of the burial grounds in Turkey to the towns and villages, 

with the mode of interment, was, if not a 
primary cause, at least a 

great source of aggravation, of the disease in that country. 

His arguments were confirmed by several gentlemen present, 
one of whom, Col. Briggs, stated that the plague was not known 
in countries where the dead were burned or embalmed; and that 

pestilential diseases were very rare in the classic age of the 
countries now composing Turkey. 

The next Paper was by Mr. Bermingham, 
" On the Reclaiming 

of the Bog of Critt," in the county Galway. 

Col. Sykes then gave an account of the proceedings of the Agri? 
cultural and Commercial Committee of the Royal Asiatic Society. 

After which, Mr. Walmsley, of Liverpool, read a Paper 
" On the 

State of Crime" in that town; which confirmed a previous Report 
upon the same subject. It was stated that the number of crimi? 

nals in Liverpool consisted of 4,200 female thieves and prostitutes, 
and 4,520 males; of the latter 2,270 were professional, and the 
remainder occasional thieves. The annual amount of their profits 
and plunder was estimated at 100,000/,; and Mr. Walmsley, who 
is the chief of the police at Liverpool, assured the Section that, 
upon a second examination, the calculation appeared by no means 

exaggerated. 
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With this, the proceedings of the Section concluded. 

It was stated that the Council of the Association had made two 

grants of money to the Section. One, which is a renewal of a 

previous grant, to the amount of 150/., for inquiries, purely 

statistical, into the state of education, especially in large towns ; 

and the other of 100/., for inquiries into the condition of the 

working classes. 

In concluding this abstract, the compiler called the attention 
of the meeting to the increased number and value of the Papers 
read before the Section on this occasion,?to their character,? 
and to the general interest which the Section created, stating that, 
in 1835, only 18 Papers were read; in 1836,12; while, on the 

present occasion, the number was increased to 19 ; most of which 

possessed the additional value of containing information hitherto 

unpublished, and of relating to topics of great national importance. 

Of the 19 Papers, five were on the state of education in this 

country?a subject upon which the fullest information is particu? 

larly desirable at the present time; four were on the social and 

moral condition of the poor; one on a strike among operatives, 

and another on their wages : in all 11 Papers bearing upon the 
condition of our labouring population. Their value may be par? 

tially collected from the foregoing Abstracts: the importance of 

their subjects cannot be too highly estimated. Every contribution 

of information of this nature is highly to be prized ; and nothing 
has so much tended to encourage such inquiries, and to make 

known their value, as the labours of this and the Manchester 

Society, with those of the Statistical Section of the Association. 

It was stated to be worthy of remark that, at this meeting 
of the Section, a valuable testimony 

was borne to the essential 

importance of statistical inquiries. On two occasions, one with 

reference to the state of education in Liverpool, and the other to 

the number of inhabited cellars in the same town, the accuracy of 

certain statistical researches was doubted by parties who con? 

sidered themselves well-informed, experienced, and furnished 

with sufficient and correct data upon the subjects; but, in one 

instance, the Returns being tested were found quite accurate, 

and, in the other, the objectors were constrained to acknowledge 
that their limited knowledge and general suppositions might 
probably lead to results very different from the actual truth. 
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It was added that, there is every reason to hope that the Section 

will give rise to another Statistical Society, where its existence 

will be most useful, namely, at Liverpool. The suggestion was 

several times pressed upon the Section by its Noble President, 
and was received most favourably.* 

The Bristol Statistical Society likewise gave the first earnest of 
its labours in " A Report upon the State of the Poor" in that town. 

The second paper read this evening was " A Statistical Account 
of the Turn-out of the Silk-weavers and other Operatives at 

Derby, in 1833-4;" by William Felkin, Esq., of Nottingham. 

It was stated that, in the course of the year 1833, many Trades' 

Unions had been formed, in which nearly the whole working 
population of some manufacturing districts was enrolled. The 

arrangements attained considerable consistency, and the executive 

bodies exercised for a time great influence. It was laid down as 

a principle, that the times and modes of labour, amount of wages, 

and regulation of factories, should be put under general laws, 

binding the employers and owners of machinery, as well as their 

workpeople. Some professed friends of the labouring classes 

went further than this, stating that 
" to attack private property on 

a large scale, is the real object and eventual tendency of Trades' 

Unions,?that this would be a social revolution, which is indis? 

pensable, practicable, and speedily to be accomplished: and that, 
this change of property, or attack on it, can hardly be hoped to be 

effected without disorders or troubles,?but that the present state 

of society is untenable." 

From peculiar local circumstances, of no importance in the 

inquiry, the town of Derby became the field of one of the most 

protracted and severe contests between the masters and men 

that has ever been witnessed in a manufacturing community. 
The majority of the workpeople formed a union, which nearly all 
the masters were determined to resist. Trade was good, the 

hands were generally employed, and no question of wages had 

been recently, or was now attempted to be raised on either side. 

* Since the \ reparation of this abstract, a Statistical Society has been 

established at Liverpool, and its Directors are in communication with the 

Council of the Society of London. 
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The difference therefore was one involving not only a simple 
principle, hut one of vital importance, and which excited com? 

mensurate interest. The employers and employed in the 

surrounding districts, and at length throughout the county at large, 
watched the progress of events at Derby as indicative of their own 
future circumstances, and spoke and acted accordingly. The 

declaration of the Derby masters was published on the 25th of 

November, wherein twenty principal houses declared 
" 

that each 

of them will immediately cease to employ every man who is a 

member of the Trades' Union, and will not receive, or take back 

into their service, any man who continues a member of that Union, 

or of any other Union having similar objects/' On the 26th, the 

workpeople began to turn out; and in a very short time most of 

the mills were partly standing still. On the 8th of February, 
1834, there were (besides about 400 contingent hands not 

regularly reported as unemployed) 494 men, 837 women, and 
506 children?total 1,837 workpeople out of employment; and 

207 men, 313 women, and 335 children?total 855, were still at 
work: 135 men, 50 women, and 86 children?total 271 fresh 

hands, had been taken on: 22 masters co-operated in carrying 
into effect the above-cited agreement; and it is proper to state, 

that the numbers and amounts given in this paper are chiefly 
drawn from the written reports handed by each of these houses to 

the gentlemen who acted as their secretary; and of the use of 

which, as well as of many other papers, Mr. Felkin had been 
enabled to avail himself in drawing up the present statement. 
These numbers do not materially vary from those published from 
time to time in the Pioneer, so far as they are susceptible of com? 

parison. On the 26th of April, ten days before the end of the 

turn-out, there were 519 men, 856 women, and 561 children? 

total 1,936 workpeople, who were unemployed; 173 men, 306 

women, and 340 children?total 819, who had continued at work. 

About the 8th of May, it being known that the masters would 
receive back such hands as were willing to sign the declaration 

repudiating the Union, 103 men, 440 women, and 208 children? 

total 751 hands, resumed work at once; and up to that period, 
211 men, 232 women, and 244 children?total 687 new hands, 

had been engaged. No further funds worth naming were obtained 

from the Unions to aid in supporting this turn-out. The sum 

received at Derby, up to the 7th May, was 4,783/. 15s., which sum, 

supposing that all the unemployed participated equally in it, 
would give about 2s. a week to each. At the time of the termina 
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tion of the turn-out, it was stated, in a report of the condition of 

the workpeople in Derby, that there were 323 men, and 320 
women and children, dependent on this supply for their means of 
subsistence. During the previous five weeks, the married men 

had received 3s. 2d., and the single men 2s. 6d. a week ; but the 

average pay was not more than Is. 6d. each to those dependent 
on the Union funds in Derby ; and their agent wrote, at this date, 
in the Pioneer, that 

" 
there are several hundred people (union 

turn-outs and their families), in this town, who have not the 

means of obtaining a morsel of bread." The hands who returned 

were in a deplorable condition; emaciated and feeble, scantily 

clothed, and in many cases suffering from diseases, which to some 

proved fatal. Out of 130 men in one factory there were five clear 

cases of death resulting from this turn-out. Those persons who 

returned to work were mostly involved in debt, having pawned 
or sold all they could part with, and their debts are far from being 

paid at the present time. 

Before the turn-out, 2,755 hands had been regularly employed; 
besides about 500 women and children, who, having work given 
out to them irregularly, 

were excluded from the list of hands 

constantly engaged, although entirely engaged upon the same 
work as that of the regular hands. These 500, added to the 
before-stated 1936, make the 2,400 said to have been unemployed 
during the turn-out. 

It appears, therefore, that 1,936 were included in the turn-out; 

819 had continued at work; 687 new hands were, in the mean 

time, taken on ; 751 were taken back at once ; so that, only 2,257 
hands were employed after the turn-out, being 498 less than 

before it; and leaving 1,185 old hands to find employment as 
well as they could. Of these, 416 were men, 416 women, and 

353 children. It may be proper to mention, that the population 
of Derby, in 1833-4, was 24,669 persons. 

Trade having greatly fallen off during the turn-out, it was a 

long time before the greater part of these hands got into work of 

any kind; and although the masters finally excluded only the 
most obnoxious, and gradually received a large number, yet many 

have never since been employed in regular trade, nor even in the 

neighbourhood. In tracing many of those who continued to live 
in Derby, but got no work in the mills, Mr. Felkin found that 



14 

they became, for the most part, jobbing labourers, bricklayers' 

labourers, boatmen on the canal, &c. 

Before quitting work, the wages of the people employed appear, 
on an average of the previous three months, to have been to 

about one-fourth of the men, 23s. a week; to one-fourth, 20s.; 

to one-fourth, 18s.; and, to the remaining fourth, 15s. a week; 

being an average of 19$. a week on the whole 519 men : 300 of 

the women averaged about 10s.; 400, Ss. ; 450, 6s.; or about 

7s. 9c?. a week for the whole : 200 children about 5s.; 400, 4s.; 

260, 2s. 6d ; or somewhat more than 3s. 9d. a week for the whole. 

These averages are rather below the statements Mr. Felkin re? 

ceived ; but he deemed it more satisfactory to under-rate than to 

over-rate any item in these details, where the exact amounts cannot 

be obtained. The total wages paid would be therefore about 
1.100/. weekly, to the whole of the persons employed, including 
those reported as turned out, with the contingent hands and those 

who remained at work. But as none of the factories wTere fully 
or regularly worked, and as the few old hands were chiefly em? 

ployed in teaching new ones, and the latter class could earn but 

trifling w7ages, the loss by decreased payments in wages might be 

fairly stated at not less than 1,000?. a week, for twenty-three wTeeks, 

amounting to a total of 23,000^., against which there is to be set 

the sum of nearly 5,000/., contributed externally for their support, 

leaving a loss to them of 18,000/. in wages; and they went in to 
work at less wTages than were paid previously in about two-thirds 

of the trades and establishments. The reduction is stated, by both 
masters and men, to have^ been about 25 per cent. The masters 

assert it to have been a reduction necessarily consequent on 

lowered prices of goods in their respective trades; the men allege 
a spirit of revenge and retaliation on the part of their masters as 

the only reason for this course of proceeding. 

The cost of dead capital sunk in the buildings, machinery, &c, 
employed in connexion with these hands, was said to be properly 
estimated at 200,000?. ; and looking to its selling value, the 

working value might be stated at 150,000/.: the loss to the masters 
on this item, in connexion with that arising from the non-employ? 
ment of their floating capital, would probably be not less, at the 
termination of this six months, than 25,000/., superadded to all 

the well-understood inconveniences attending the stoppage of their 

current business. 
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Although 
'c 
picketting," i- e. placing turn-outs to watch and to 

prevent the introduction of fresh hands, was, as is usual in such 

cases, a good deal practised, yet this turn-out was attended with 

fewer important breaches of the peace than almost any on record. 

All parties seemed to desire that the contest should be a fair one, 
? it was, on the whole, a peaceable one; and it was carried on 

with a spirit worthy of any cause. The kindliness of feeling, and 
the sympathy with each other's sufferings, displayed by the 

working classes, were so marked, as in many instances to com? 

mand the admiration of their former employers and all around 

them; and although many suspicions and complaints of partiality 
and irregularity in the administration of the funds for private 
ends were published, yet it is not proved that there was any 
material injustice or peculation in their distribution 

After expending about 500/. in an 
attempt to place machinery 

in a mill, and work it on the Union account, the scheme was found 

totally impracticable, and the place was given up at a loss of nearly 
all that was involved in the outlay. To exchange the results of 

labour in various trades was also tried, and altogether failed; and 

a labour paper currency was proposed, but, after very slight efforts, 
it was given up as 

totally impracticable. A Trades' Union Na? 

tional Bank was 
seriously proposed, but does not appear to have 

been pushed further than the proposition. The withdrawal of 
workmen's deposits from savings' banks was strongly urged, but 

seems not to have been practised. 

The following twenty-one strikes occurred during the progress 
of the one at Derby, viz. The Builders in Manchester?Flower 

lashers in Paisley 
? 

Japanners in Birmingham 
? 

Clothiers in 

Leeds ? 
Cut-up Glove and Hose hands in Nottingham ?Two 

Lace factories in Nottingham 
? Shoemakers in Manchester ? 

Staffordshire Potteries 
? A Builder's hands in Birmingham, and 

one in Leamington 
? Woolcombers in Leicester ? 

Liverpool 
Builders?Mechanics in Glasgow?Calico Printers in Glasgow? 
Masons in Glasgow 

? Weavers in Glasgow 
? Builders in Man? 

chester? Six Mills closed in Lancashire ? Yeovil Glovers ? 

Partial strikes in London, of Smiths, Coopers, Builders, and the 

workmen of three Gas Companies 
? Tailors in London -?Bible 

Printers in Oxford ? Two Washerwomens* strikes in London ? 

Northamptonshire Shoemakers' partial strike. The union in the 

Staffordshire potteries has in a great measure succeeded in con 



trolling wages and production in the trade of that district, and 
would form a curious and important subject of inquiry. Two 
other turn-outs above named, of very trifling importance, were 

also successful. In all the rest the men went in upon terms more 

or less dictated by their employers. 

On the conclusion of this Paper, a lengthened and very interest? 

ing discussion on combinations of workmen and masters arose 

among several gentlemen connected with the great cotton and 

woollen manufactures of the northern and midland counties. 

The thanks of the Meeting were voted to Mr. Rawson and to 
Mr. Felkin for their respective Papers. 

Notice was given of the Society's having completed an inquiry 
into the state of all the schools in the parish of St. Martin's 
in-the-Fields, and in the parishes of the Strand Union; and a 

report of the same to be presented at the next meeting. A 
similar inquiry was stated to be in progress in the parishes of 
St. Margaret, and St. John, in Westminster. 
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